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Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.

PÁS has received an invitation to perform 
in Slovakia!   

What is PÁS?  It is the Pittsburgh Area 
Slovak Folk Ensemble.  And the group has 
an extraordinary opportunity to show its 
fine examples of Slovak song and dance at 
the Detva Folk Festival, one of the biggest 
gatherings of folk talent in all of Slovakia.  
The celebration of music occurs at the am-
phitheater below the scenic Polana mountain 
in the quaint town in Central Slovakia.

The Detva event takes place every year 
during the second week of July.  PÁS plans 
to attend the 2009 event and contribute 
their talents to our fellow Slovak country-
men and women in the original homeland 
of our ancestors.

In order to make the trip to Slovakia, PÁS 
needs some funds to help support its per-
formers’ trip.  But before going into details 
here, let’s explain a little more about PáS 
and its mission.

PÁS began as a Slovak American en-
semble over thirty years ago and has thrilled 
audiences around the United States.  It aims 
to preserve the heritage and traditions of 
the “Old Country” of Slovakia in the United 
States.  PÁS promotes our Slovak heritage 
“through the study of our common celebra-
tions, stories, language, customs, and most 
of all, the music and dances of Slovakia.”

The name PÁS is actually an acronym 
for the Slovak word meaning a “belt.”  In 
the words of PÁS, “the belt which united 
our group encompasses families from the 
greater Pittsburgh area from Monongahela 
to Mount Oliver to Monroeville and the com-
munities in between, which welcomed our 
ancestors to this country.”

PÁS draws it repertoire from the diverse 
traditions of Slovakia’s many regions, from 
the “delicate movements of the north-central 
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The picture features PAS performing the Valaska Dance, reminding us of Janosik, 
the Slovak Robin Hood.

Liptov region” to the “vigorous footwork of 
the central region of Detva.”  The troupe’s 
members wear a variety of colorful kroj 
(costumes) which range from the floral 
embroideries of Zemplín in Eastern Slovakia 
to the “more staid blue and white” of the 
Trencín district of Western Slovakia.  The 
group studies in depth the customs and 
dance styles of each region so that the per-
formances accurately portray the way they 
are done in Slovakia.

Over the years, PÁS has performed at 
many ethnic events and festivals.  These 
have included a special presentation for 
the Slovak Embassy at the Cherry Blosson 
Festival in Washington, D.C., and “several 
well-received performances in Slovakia.”  
Most recently, in 2007 PÁS performed at the 
Pittsburgh Folk Festival, the Annual Slovak 
Day in Kennywood Park, and at the Annual 

University of Pittsburgh Slovak Festival.  Last 
year at Christmas time, the troupe also put 
on a special performance for the church in 
Monroeville where they regularly practice 
every Friday night.

PÁS owes much of its success to John 
and Angela Lipchick, who direct the En-
semble.  Also playing a substantial role is 
Jerry Jumba, a folk musician who plays the 
accordion for the troupe.  He has served as 
choreographer for PÁS, and formerly for the 
Pittsburgh Slovakians, another fine area song 
and dance group.

The PÁS ensemble includes both an 
Adult group and a Children’s group.  Many 
of the adult members have their children 
perform in the youth group, and this is a 
fine way to help carry on Slovak traditions 
to the younger generation, for they grow up 
learning them.  For instance, the Lipchicks 

had their own children – John, Alissa, and 
Joe – participating from an early age.   Thus 
PÁS is truly a family affair as well as an 
ethnic organization.

PÁS is always open to accepting new 
members to join their “extended family,”  
those interested in carrying on Slovak tra-
ditions.  After being impressed with their 
performances at the Pittsburgh Slovak Day 
at Kennywood in July 2007, this writer’s 
own daughter, Milenka Kopanic, joined the 
troupe in September.

This year, PÁS received a formal invita-
tion to participate in the Detva Folk Festival 
in Slovakia, so the group needs funding to 
support the costs of sending its 30 members 
to Slovakia.  They work so hard every week 
all year long, and some measure of support 
from our readers and fraternal members 
would be a fine way to support the continu-
ance of Slovak traditions in America and the 
Pittsburgh area.

During April 2008, PÁS began a year-long 
effort to raise funds for the trip.  It launched 
its first of several fund raisers – a hoagie 
sale.  But it would take a great deal of hoa-
gies sold to meet their expenses, so any 
help from outside sources would be greatly 
appreciated.  Pán Boh zaplat!   (The Lord 
God will repay you!)

PÁS estimates that the trip will cost about 
$50,000 to cover expenses for travel, and 
Slovakia is covering some of the expenses 
for food and lodging over there.

Any one interested in supporting this 
well-deserved cause may send a check to 
help defray the expenses.  Please send your 
donations to:

PÁS Folk Eensemble
1254 Old Concord Road 
Monroeville, PA  15146        
Tel. (412 373-3873
This is a cause well worth our support, 

and a future article in this column will 
explain more about the Detva Folk Festival 
and PÁS.
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